Reflections on Integrating ICTs

Tom March

How and Why to integrate Web-based ICTs – Four Approaches

Hotlists for Resources

Add Links to online resources if you want to:

· Provide students with enriched resources: interactive, video, audio, perspectives.

· Enable students whose dominant learning style may be auditory or visual

· Support students’ individual interests within a topic.

· Provide access to information not readily available offline.

· Engage students with authentic resources that may extend, instantiate or contradict class-based resources.

ICT Skill – The ability to find up to a dozen links and format them in a Web page / blog in less than one hour.  

Looking Tasks for Thinking

Project online artefacts if you want to:

· Critique online resources that might be interactive, video, audio, perspectives.

· Create cognitive dissonance.

· Prompt student analysis as a process applied to a range of stimuli

· Model how sophisticated thinkers might analyse a new artefact (thinking out loud)

· Promote the use of Thinking Routines.

· Regularly refer to core themes or concepts within fresh contexts

· Return to previous learning to support retention.

ICT Skill – Regularly access new online stimuli within the content area.  This is likely to be facilitated by RSS feeds and podcasts and relate to current events.  Once an artefact is found, the teacher will want to link to it from a Blog post and displaying the artefact with a data projector.

Class Portals for Habits of Mind

Use a Class Blog if you want to:

· Promote deep and sustained learning on a topic

· Foster understanding of a topic and how it evolves and relates to others issues

· Engage students in sourcing and critiquing links on the topic

· Encourage students to contribute to a field of learning

· Provide a means and reason for students to post a variety of ICT-based products such as podcasts, videos, slideshows, visual arts, etc.

ICT Skill – Regularly use the Class blog as a method to return to a central topic. This involves creating posts and supporting student use of the blog as authors.  The Class Portal can be used to access RSS feeds, embed videos, compile a critiqued resource database, etc.  The ICT aspects of the bog will reflect the topic and the teacher’s and students’ interests.

WebQuests to Scaffold Advanced Learning

Use a WebQuest if you want to:

· Engage students in thinking experiences beyond their typical level

· Encounter and resolve cognitive dissonance on a complex topic

· Support problem-solving and creative thinking in a scaffolded structure

· Challenge students to see how complex topics are perceived differently based upon different perspectives.

· Transform newly acquired information into an emerging understanding

ICT Skill – WebQuests can be facilitated from a hotlist of links or as a Web page so the ICT skills can range from quite simple use of Web addresses to more advanced Web development with graphics and multiple pages.  It is likely that scaffolding handouts will be made using a word processor.  The greatest challenges for the teacher probably relate more to pedagogy than technology as students will work in groups and come to the task with a range of abilities
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